
SOUTH SUBURBAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS A FREE ILLUSTRATED LECTURE

Looking for Saukenuk and Finding a People

Fe r rel An d e r s o n
Co - Fo u n d e r, Illinois Association for Ad vancement of Arc h a e o l o gy

Fo u n d e r, Quad Cities Archaeological So c i e t y

WILL DISCUSS

Decoding the Pa s t

The g e n e ra l location of Saukenuk, the principle city of the Sauk Indian Nation just before the
Black Hawk War (1831-32), is known, but the exact location is not.  This would not normally

be a problem, but for archaeologists who want to pre s e rve the site in the face of imminent
d e s t ruction by the construction of a Wa l m a rt, it is imperative.  An effort to locate the site was ini-
tiated, and it was evident after a modest search that no maps or depictions of the site are know n .
It would have to be pinpointed by re v i ewing the literature, conducting archaeological test exc a va-
tions, evaluating the topography of the land, and interv i ewing artifact collectors and people living
in the area.  T h rough this process, the site of Saukenuk was not only located, but the re s e a rc h e r s
also learned of the Sauk people, how they lived and died, and the history of the area after their
re m oval in 1832.  The speaker will discuss ongoing investigations and tangential benefits such as
the offer by the main land owner to donate the pro p e rty to the State of Illinois.  A model of
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Saukenuk will be constructed for the Black Ha w k
State Historic Site Hauberg Indian Museum in
Rock Island.  Mr. Anderson is currently invo l ved in
writing what he has learned through 60 years of
a rchaeological re s e a rch in the Rock and Mi s s i s s i p p i
R i ver Va l l e y s .


